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REVIEWS. 157 

The Law of Innkeepers and Hotels, Theatres, Sleeping Cars. By 

Joseph Henry Beale, Jr., Bussey Professor of Law in Harvard 

University. Wm. J. Nagel, Boston, Mass. Pages 621, 

Buckram. 

Professor Beale's latest work is written in the same clear and 
concise manner which characterizes his former works on public 
service companies and taxation of such corporations. The result 
is an up-to-date exposition of the law on the various subjects 
with every opportunity offered for ready reference. This is 
shown by the division of the book into 32 chapters with 452 sec- 
tions which, with a lengthy alphabetical index and copious 
chapter headings makes it convenient to turn to any desired phase 
of the subject with the least possible amount of searching. About 
one-half of the book is given to the main subject of Innkeepers. 
The opening chapter gives a short history of English inns and 
medieval conditions of travel and traces the development of the 
law to the present day, showing the necessity for the rather 
onerous duties and liabilities of this class of public servants. 
That there is even now a considerable difference between the 
English and American views of their responsibilities is clearly in- 
dicated by the extracts taken from the decisions in both 
countries. On the various points of conflict no attempt is made 
to strike a middle ground, but the differences are stated as such 
leaving it to the individual reader to draw his own conclusions. 
This is to be commended, as it avoids the confusion which so 
often arises in such cases. Short chapters are devoted to the 
status of keepers of boarding houses, lodging houses, restaurants 
and bath houses, and also to the proprietors of theatres. The 
chapter on sleeping cars makes very interesting reading. While 
the law on the other subjects may be said to be fairly well settled, 
the law of sleeping cars, anomalous as it is, is still being develop- 
ed. As the author states, " a sleeping car company is neither an 
innkeeper nor a common carrier," but still owes many of the 
duties of both to the public. For this reason the subject has 
been carefully taken up and, as far as possible, its exact status 
denned. In an appendix of 227 pages the most important Am- 
erican statutes relating to inns and other houses of public enter- 
tainment have been collected and arranged in order of states, 
from Alabama to Wisconsin, followed by those of the district of 
Columbia and Federal laws. The citation of decisions includes 
those contained in the American Digest and English Annual for 
1905, and Canadian and other Colonial Digests for 1904. 

The reading of the book is made pleasant by the absence of 
mistakes in proof-reading and the use of bold clear type. 

F. P. M. 
The Declaration of Independence. — Its History. John H. Hazelton. 

Dodd, Mead & Co., New York, 1906. Cloth. Pages 613. 

John W. Hazelton has rendered a true service to the student 
of the early history of the American state in presenting the work 
entitled "The Declaration of Independence — Its History." Be- 
fore the appearance of this volume it has been necessary for the 



